
The Birth of a Nation 
The Story of Pakistan's Creation and the Two-Nation Theory 

Prologue: A Land of Harmony 

Imagine a vast subcontinent where for over four centuries, people of different faiths 
lived side by side, their lives intertwined like threads in a rich tapestry. This was the 
reality during the Mughal era—a time when Hindus, Muslims, and countless 
minorities coexisted not just peacefully, but harmoniously. The marketplaces echoed 
with conversations in Persian and Urdu, languages that belonged to no single 
community but to all. Hindu scholars penned verses in Persian, and the courts 
welcomed men of learning regardless of their faith. 

For more than 400 years, from the early 1500s through the 1800s, the question of 
separate nations based on religion never arose. Communities celebrated together, 
grieved together, and built a shared culture that was uniquely South Asian. But this 
harmony, like a delicate glass sculpture, was about to shatter under the weight of 
colonial ambition. 

Chapter 1: The Arrival of the Company 

A Merchant's Permission (1600) 

The year was 1600 when Mughal Emperor Jahangir, in an act of goodwill, granted 
permission to English merchants to trade in his dominion. It seemed harmless 
enough—traders from distant lands seeking spices, textiles, and tea. The English 
established the East India Company between 1605 and 1665, and for decades, they 
played the role of humble merchants. 

But beneath the facade of commerce, a more sinister plan was taking shape. These 
weren't just traders; they were architects of empire, and their blueprints included the 
conquest of an entire civilization. 

The Poison of Division 

The British understood something fundamental about human nature: united people 
are unconquerable, but divided people are easily ruled. They implemented what 
would become their most notorious strategy— 

"Divide and Rule" 

This wasn't a sudden policy but a slow-acting poison, administered drop by drop over 
decades. Like a person who starts with one cigarette and gradually becomes 
addicted without realizing the damage, the communities of the subcontinent began to 
internalize divisions they had never felt before. 

The East India Company began hiring local soldiers—both Hindus and Muslims—to 
form their military forces. They occupied territories piece by piece, always ensuring 



that one community was pitted against another. What had been a harmonious 
coexistence for centuries was now being slowly transformed into mutual suspicion. 

Chapter 2: The Battle for Bengal 

By 1757, the British were ready to show their true colors. In the lush plains of 
Bengal, at a place called Plassey, they fought their first major battle against the 
Nawab of Bengal. The outcome was devastating—the British emerged victorious, 
and Bengal fell under their control. 

But this was just the beginning. The British spent the next century, from 1757 to 
1857, systematically conquering the subcontinent. Territory by territory, kingdom by 
kingdom, they extended their grip. And with each conquest, they deepened the 
divisions between communities. 

Local rulers who had once been powerful were reduced to puppets. The wealth of 
the subcontinent flowed to Britain while its people suffered under increasingly 
oppressive rule. Yet through it all, the British ensured that Hindus blamed Muslims, 
and Muslims blamed Hindus, while the real oppressor remained conveniently 
invisible. 

Chapter 3: The Weapon of Language 

The Court of Many Tongues 

For centuries, the courts and administrative offices of the subcontinent had operated 
in Persian and Urdu. These weren't Muslim languages or Hindu languages—they 
were everyone's languages. Hindu scholars wrote poetry in Persian, and Muslim 
calligraphers illuminated Sanskrit texts. Language was a bridge, not a barrier. 

The British recognized this unity and identified it as their greatest threat. If people 
could communicate freely and understand each other's literature and culture, how 
could they be divided? The solution was ingenious in its cruelty: attack the very 
foundation of shared communication. 

The Hindi-Urdu Controversy (1867) 

The year 1867 marked a turning point in the subcontinent's history. The British 
began promoting Hindi as a distinctly Hindu language and Urdu as a distinctly 
Muslim language. They encouraged the development of different scripts, different 
vocabularies, and different literary traditions. What had been regional variations of 
the same linguistic family were now being weaponized as markers of religious 
identity. 

The controversy exploded with unexpected violence. In Banaras, one of the holiest 
cities in Hinduism, riots broke out over language. People who had lived as neighbors 
for generations were now at each other's throats, fighting over which script should be 
used in schools and courts. 

The poison had worked. After a century of careful administration, the British had 
successfully created a divide where none had existed before. 



Chapter 4: The Awakening of Sir Syed 

Among those who witnessed the violence in Banaras was a man named Sir Syed 
Ahmed Khan, a Muslim scholar and reformer who had dedicated his life to promoting 
education and understanding between communities. The riots shook him to his core. 

As he watched neighbors turn on neighbors, as he saw the blood spilled over the 
choice of script, Sir Syed realized something profound and heartbreaking: the bridge 
of understanding had been burned. The poison had spread too far, too deep. With a 
heavy heart, he wrote a letter to the British Governor Shakespeare, expressing a 
conclusion he had resisted for years: 

"It is now clear that Hindus and Muslims cannot live together as one 
nation. The differences have become too fundamental, too deeply 

ingrained. Separation appears inevitable." 

This was the birth of the Two-Nation Theory in its modern form. While the idea that 
Hindus and Muslims were distinct groups had existed in religious discourse for 
centuries—some traced it back to Muhammad bin Qasim's arrival in 712 CE, others 
to the first Hindu conversion to Islam in 1201—Sir Syed gave it political articulation. 

The theory was simple yet revolutionary: Hindus and Muslims were not just different 
religious communities within a single nation, but two separate nations with distinct 
cultures, languages, and philosophies. If Hindus wanted a nation based on Hindu 
language and philosophy, Muslims needed their own homeland where they could 
preserve their identity and way of life. 

Chapter 5: The Seeds of Independence 

Bengal Partition (1905) 

In 1905, the British partitioned Bengal, ostensibly for administrative efficiency. But 
this division along religious lines only reinforced the growing belief in separate 
identities. The partition was eventually annulled in 1911, but the psychological 
impact remained. The idea that religious communities could be geographically 
separated had been planted. 

Iqbal's Vision (1930) 

On a winter day in 1930, at the All India Muslim League session in Hyderabad, 
Allama Muhammad Iqbal stood before the gathered delegates and painted a picture 
of the future. He proposed the creation of independent Muslim states in the 
northwestern regions of the subcontinent, where Muslims formed the majority. 

Remarkably, Iqbal never uttered the word "Pakistan" in his historic address. His 
vision was of autonomous Muslim-majority provinces, but he left the name of this 
future homeland unspoken, a blank canvas waiting for history to fill in. 

A Name is Born (1933) 

Three years later, in 1933, a young student named Chaudhry Rahmat Ali, studying at 
Cambridge University, wrote a pamphlet titled "Now or Never." In it, he coined the 
name "Pakistan"—a word that was both an acronym and a promise. P for Punjab, A 



for Afghania, K for Kashmir, S for Sindh, and TAN from Baluchistan. The word also 
meant "Land of the Pure" in Urdu. It was poetic, purposeful, and destined to change 
history. 

Chapter 6: The Lahore Resolution 

March 23, 1940, dawned bright and clear in Lahore. Thousands upon thousands of 
Muslims gathered in the sprawling grounds of Minto Park for the annual session of 
the All India Muslim League. The air buzzed with anticipation and hope. This was to 
be no ordinary political gathering; this was a moment of collective decision, a pivot 
point in history. 

The leaders addressed the crowd, speaking of dreams and rights, of identity and 
freedom. They formally demanded the creation of independent Muslim states in 
areas where Muslims formed the majority. The resolution was passed with 
thunderous approval, and the gathering remained peaceful despite its massive 
size—a testament to the discipline and seriousness with which the attendees 
approached this historic moment. 

Yet, interestingly, neither in the speeches nor in the text of the resolution itself was 
the word "Pakistan" mentioned. The leaders spoke of "independent Muslim states" 
and "autonomous provinces," but the specific name remained conspicuously absent 
from their formal declarations. 

The Media's Role 

But history has a way of being shaped not just by official proclamations but by 
popular imagination. On March 24 and 25, newspapers across the subcontinent 
splashed headlines announcing that Muslims were demanding "Pakistan." The 
media had seized upon Rahmat Ali's name, and within days, the concept that 
leaders had left unnamed became famous worldwide. 

What the Lahore Resolution had formally called "independent Muslim states" was 
now, in the public consciousness, forever linked to a single word: Pakistan. The 
vision had found its voice, and that voice would not be silenced. 

Chapter 7: The Struggle Continues 

The years following the Lahore Resolution were tumultuous. World War II erupted, 
bringing new complexities to the independence movement. The British, weakened by 
war, could no longer maintain their grip on the subcontinent. Negotiations began in 
earnest, though they were fraught with tension and disagreement. 

The Muslim League, under Muhammad Ali Jinnah's steadfast leadership, continued 
to push for Pakistan. Meanwhile, the Indian National Congress advocated for a 
united India. The divide that the British had so carefully cultivated over a century was 
now a chasm that seemed impossible to bridge. 

Chapter 8: Freedom and Farewell 



Finally, on August 14, 1947, Pakistan emerged as an independent nation. The British 
departed, leaving behind a subcontinent partitioned along religious lines. Millions 
were displaced in one of the largest migrations in human history. The joy of 
independence was tinged with the sorrow of separation and the horror of communal 
violence. 

The dream of Sir Syed, the vision of Iqbal, and the determination of countless others 
had come to fruition. Pakistan existed. But it existed in the shadow of the very 
divisions that had been deliberately manufactured over more than a century. 

On March 23, 1956—sixteen years after the Lahore Resolution—Pakistan adopted 
its first constitution. The nation that had been born from the ashes of colonial 
manipulation now stood as a sovereign state, tasked with the tremendous 
responsibility of forging a new identity and building a just society. 

Epilogue: Lessons from History 

The story of Pakistan's creation is not simply a tale of national aspiration; it is a 
cautionary lesson about the power of division and the fragility of social harmony. For 
over four centuries, diverse communities lived together peacefully. Yet within a 
single century of deliberate manipulation, that harmony was shattered. 

The British strategy of "Divide and Rule" succeeded because it was patient and 
insidious. Like the smoker who doesn't notice their addiction until it's deeply 
entrenched, the communities of the subcontinent didn't realize they were being 
poisoned until the damage was irreversible. 

Today, as we reflect on this history, we must ask ourselves important questions: 

• Who benefits when communities are divided against each other? 
• How can we recognize when we're being manipulated into suspicion and 

hostility? 
• What role does language and communication play in either uniting or dividing 

people? 
• How do we build bridges in a world that often profits from building walls? 

The creation of Pakistan was the result of complex forces—colonial exploitation, 
genuine cultural differences, political aspirations, and the deep-seated fear of 
marginalization. It represents both the triumph of a people's will to self-determination 
and the tragedy of a manufactured division. 

As we move forward, the challenge is not to erase this history but to learn from it. 
Understanding how divisions are created can help us resist them in the future. 
Recognizing the manipulations of the past can make us vigilant against similar 
tactics in the present. 

A Personal Reflection on Politics 

Politics, at its core, is about personal opinions on issues that affect our lives. We all 
have political views, whether we actively engage in politics or simply cast our vote 
during elections. 



But there's wisdom in choosing our battles carefully. Rather than spending excessive 
energy worrying about government policies that don't directly involve us, we can 
focus on what's within our power to change: 

• Becoming independent and self-reliant 
• Improving ourselves and our skills 
• Contributing positively to our immediate communities 
• Building understanding rather than division among our neighbors 

Sometimes the most political act is to refuse to be divided. In a world that constantly 
tries to pit us against each other, choosing unity and understanding is revolutionary. 

The story of Pakistan reminds us that nations are not just geographical entities—they 
are collective ideas, dreams shaped by history, and futures molded by choices. May 
we choose wisely. 

Key Dates Timeline 

1200s: Early Islamic presence in the subcontinent; beginning of Hindu-Muslim 
coexistence 

1500s-1857: Mughal era—over 400 years of peaceful coexistence 

1600: Emperor Jahangir grants trading rights to English merchants 

1605-1665: Establishment of the British East India Company 

1757: Battle of Plassey—British victory over the Nawab of Bengal 

1857: War of Independence against British rule 

1867: Hindi-Urdu controversy escalates; riots in Banaras 

1867: Sir Syed Ahmed Khan concludes that separation is inevitable 

1905: Partition of Bengal 

1930: Allama Iqbal proposes independent Muslim states at Hyderabad session 

1933: Chaudhry Rahmat Ali coins the name "Pakistan" 

March 23, 1940: Lahore Resolution demanding independent Muslim states 

August 14, 1947: Pakistan gains independence 

March 23, 1956: Pakistan's first Constitution is enacted 

• • • 


